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addition to this, any 500 citizens may bring forward
any proposal which is submitted bjr the councils to
the people.

The commune of Ziirich was reorganised in 1891,
and possesses now a council of nine members, which
act as the executive, and a "Great Municipal Council,"
which is the deliberative body. In this case, also, the
electors vote finally on all important matters, and on
all appropriations over a certain amount.1

The right of the people to initiate proposals them-
selves is also recognised in Zurich, and is vested in
any 800 citizens.

In most of the French communes the general body
of inhabitants elect a council which attends to the
matters ordinarily dealt with by the people in the
German communes. There are, therefore, two coun-
cils, one dealing with general policy and matters of
importance, and a smaller executive body with a
mayor at its head.

In the canton of Geneva a communal referendum
was established, in 1894, much like that of Berne
and Zurich. The difference is, that in Berne and
Zurich certain questions must go to the people and
be voted on, whereas in Geneva a voting only takes
place when a demand to that "effect has been pre-
sented by a certain number of citizens. In the

a plan to organise a fire brigade, they accepted a proposal to lower
the price of gas, and a proposal providing for the maintenance of
the cathedral tower.

1 In December 1894 the people of Ziirich decided to buy up the
existing tramways. In June 1896 they agreed to lay down three
more lines, at an estimated outlay of 2,000,000 francs. They also
decided on buying up land to the value of 9505000 francs to build
artisan dwellings.